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Project Cornerstone   

Newsletter #5: 
27 March, 2009. 

So far the weather this year has been great. It is just like the March weather that was the 
norm 20 years ago.  It has been clear and calm – idea working conditions. It is cold of 
course, but that is also to be expected. It was minus 35 this morning, and it was about the 
same when we came home for supper.  There was a heat wave of about minus 30 during 
the afternoon. People are already starting to wonder whether we’ll ever get a weather day – 
a day where we have to stay in and get caught up on laundry, emails and other important 
things, like movies. Obviously, these people weren’t around in 2006 and 2007 when nearly 
every day was a weather 
day. 

Garry’s group is 
progressing well. They 
drilled eight holes in and 
around their pan and 
lowered eight modems. 
This went very quickly since 
the ice is only 80 cm thick, 
and they used a power 
auger (20-cm diameter). 
The picture on the right 
shows Sean and Warren 
using electric power to drill 
the hole. I know you can’t 
see their faces, but I think 
the picture is supposed to 
be arty.   

This picture shows Val Shepeta about to 
lower a sound-velocity profiler (an 
instrument that measures the velocity of 
sound in water.) Note the thick layer of 
snow. Also the Octagon tent in the 
background.  

The crew is having trouble with their 
Geodimeter, which is a surveying device 
that they will use to measure the locations of 
all these modems. The geodimeter doesn’t 
like the cold, and every time it gives 
problems people say, ‘darned thing won’t 
work when it’s this cold’. However, it turns 
out today’s troubles were just finger 
problems; somebody, who shall be forever 
nameless, was connecting up the power 
cable incorrectly. 

I am told that Warren Connors redeemed 
himself today by making a really good cup of 
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